
Members of the Hurley Education Foundation board met last week to evaluate proposals received from 
Hurley teachers and staff as part of an HEF initiative to provide direct funding to meet the needs of as many 
students in the district as possible. They selected 15 projects to receive just over $40,000 in HEF funding. 
Pictured from left are HEF board members Brian Tarro, Mary Hitt, Joel Enking, Gary Pelkola, Karen Secor, 
Peter Sturgul, Jaci Matusewic, and Kathy Santini.

In December, the Hurley 
Education Foundation board 
requested that district administrator 
Kevin Genisot solicit projects from 
Hurley teachers and staff to submit 
for funding by the foundation, 
as part of an initiative to provide 
$70,000 directly to the needs of as 
many students in the Hurley school 
district as possible. 

Thirty proposals were 
received, representing a wide range 
of items adding up to a total cost of 
just over $115,000. The HEF board 

met last week and reviewed each 
request, evaluating them according 
to the criteria they were required 
to meet, which included serving 
as many students as possible and 
being curriculum based (not “brick 
and mortar” infrastructure-type 
requests). 

Fifteen of the proposed 
projects were approved, for a total 
cost of $40,469, including an art 
kiln for grades 6-12, upgrading 
sound systems in auditorium and 
commons, choir dresses for the 

high school choir, buddy benches 
for the elementary and middle 
school, chemistry equipment and 
drones for the science classes, and 
a variety of other requests. 

The funding for these projects 
is made possible by generous 
donations made to the Hurley 
Education Foundation through the 
annual alumni fundraising letter 
drive, various donations by local 
individuals, and the Midland “Cash 
for Kids” program.
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